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Building their future
Trade skill students construct a house each year

SCOTT DE LARUELLE

Unified Newspaper Group

With demand for skilled 
trade workers soaring, some 
Oregon High School stu-
dents are setting themselves 
up for success after gradua-
tion.

OHS technology and 
engineering teacher Chris-
topher Prahl’s year-long 
building trades course pro-
duces one new house a year 
(this year’s house recently 
had an open house), and he 
said it’s a great way to get 
students involved in the 
construction trades, either 
directly or indirectly. He 
said about half of his 18 stu-
dents this year have already 
committed to various con-
struction apprenticeships or 
construction management 
degrees.

“It’s a great learning 
experience,” Prahl said.

This year, the students 
purchased a lot in town for 
$75,000 and by the end of 
the school year, completed 
a more than 3,100-square-
foot house. The house was 
listed at $369,900, and sold 

within 10 days of coming 
on the market in March.

The course has been part 
of the curriculum since 
2001, and Prahl has taught 
it since 2009. He said the 
“incredibly high” demand 

for skilled labor in the 
state, as well as the interest 
among students, has kept 
the program going strong, 
with graduates well-posi-
tioned for good jobs.

“ S t u d e n t s  c a n  h a v e 

their choice of employ-
ment at this point in time 
with numerous companies 
recruiting because of the 
shortage of skilled labor,” 
he said. Students help build 
the houses from the ground 

up. The foundation is dug 
in August, and students 
begin rough framing, work-
ing with local contractors. 
Prahl said they then do 
most, if not all of insula-
tion, plumbing, electrical, 
heating/air conditioning, 
drywall, roofing, siding, 
masonry, finish carpen-
try, trim, hardwood floor-
ing, tile, cabinetry, granite 
countertops and more.

The money from sold 
houses is used to finance 
the next year’s home. Prahl 
said in addition to trade 
skills, students are exposed 
to applied math science and 
technical literacy.

“Students are exposed to 
applied math through mea-
surement, layouts of walls/
sheating/flooring, estima-
tions of materials, roof 
pitch, square footage cal-
culations, stair rise and run, 
daily,” he said. “Technical 
literacy in reading the blue-
print to create the house to 
specification and instal-
lation of sub components 
reading and understand-
ing the installation guides, 
which can get confusing.”

5'x10' $27 Month
10'x10' $38 Month
10'x15' $48 Month
10'x20' $58 Month
10'x25' $65 Month

At Cleary Building Corp.
190 S. Paoli St., Verona WI

(608) 845-9700

EMERALD INVESTMENTS
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414 3rd Street, Palmyra           262-495-4453

MULTI-METAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER
Pipe - Plate - Channel - Angle - Tube - Rebar - Grating

Plate - Sheet - Lintels - B-Decking - Pipe Bollards - Decorative Iron Parts

FREE
Stock Book

PAL STEEL

STAINLESS STEEL & ALUMINUM
I & H Beams $3 & up per foot

LUMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES
ROOFING & SIDING

New, Used & Seconds at 43¢ per sq. ft & up
FABRICATION & CRANE SERVICE
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    NE IOWA BAT CONTROL

The Area’s Foremost Bat Professionals

Free Estimates

Commercial & Residential

Call Perry Behrend at:

563-255-2024 or 563-880-8291 a
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Steph Buell
Deaf & Hard of Hearing 

Specialist
Text: 608-576-1019
Video 608-234-5072

SBuell@BunburyRealtors.com

2970 Chapel Valley Rd, Ste 104
Madison, WI  53711 
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Back Pain? We Can Help!
Feel Better… Live Better!

185 W. Netherwood Street

www.lsmchiro.com

Luedtke-Storm-Mackey 
Chiropractic Clinic-Oregon

Insurance carriers include Unity, Dean Health Plan, 
WPS, and Blue Cross Blue Shield (and others).

835-8635

Serving Oregon for 23 Years!

U
N

3
4

2
7

2
3

Dr. Zimmerman Dr. McCann

Hours:

Monday-Thursday

7:00-7:00

Friday 7:00-6:00

Alternating Saturdays

8:00-12:00

 

-Alma 
 

Memory Care Assisted Living 

Photo submitted

2013-14 building trade class members include Austin Adams, Christian Allen, Alex Duerk, Abert Everson, Seb Goplin, Cole Hefty, Lucas 
Knipfer, Ryan Lynch, Jack Maerz, Abrabham Maurice, Joey Milz, Keean Paltz, Christian Poe, Jon Powers, Will Reinicke, Jesse Rogers, 
Mitch Spierings and Chad Walsh. The house sale closed last month. 

Find out more
For more information 

on the LIfE program and 
how employers can get 
involved, email Olander 

at cjo@oregonsd.net.

LIfE graduates begin work
For high school graduates, there’s nothing like the feeling of landing 
that first job. 

Thanks to the LIfE (Lifelong Independence for Everyone) program at 
Oregon High School, graduates with significant cognitive disabilities 
can also feel that excitement and responsibility. This month, more 
students graduated from the program, which has prepared them 
for part-time jobs in the community in which they are contributing 
members. 

Oregon High School special education teacher Cyndi Olander, who 
helps provide transition opportunities and long-term employment 
for students in the LIfE program, said recent graduates Alex Bausch 
and Gabby Kelley are making their presence felt in the local work-
force. Olander helps connect students in the program ages 18-21 
with employers in the Oregon area, and is looking for more to team 
up with. 

“You look at traditional job descriptions, and some students are not 
able to fit that, but we work with employers to say, ‘We may have 
these jobs around your office that you have highly qualified staff 
doing that could create another position,” she said. 

Bausch (above left) works as a 
custodian at All-Color Powder 
Coating, Inc., while Kelley (above 
right) works in the office for 
Gorman & Company. Both are 
happy and proud to be working 
part-time jobs and have made 
many new friends in the process. 
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